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Editor’s Note

When a Community Comes 
Together, the Indu�ry Grows

shared knowledge creates greater oppo�unities, growth 

becomes collective rather than individual. That is, without 

que�ion, the future we are committed to building.

Our Latin America Chapter continues to expand, and 
every new leader �rengthens this extraordinary network 
of passionate professionals. It is therefore my great 
pleasure to o�icially welcome Paula Abreu as the new 
National Chapter Head of Mexico. We are confident that 
her leadership, experience, and commitment will play a 
vital role in the continued development of one of the mo� 
impo�ant wedding markets in our region. Welcome, Paula. 
Your arrival represents fresh ideas, new oppo�unities, and 
renewed energy as we continue working together to 
elevate our community and our indu�ry.

I would also like to dedicate a few words to Kitzia Morales, 
whose vision, leadership, and extraordinary ability to bring 
each LAT Wedding Congress to life continue to inspire us 
year a�er year. Organizing an international event of this 
magnitude requires much more than talent—it demands 
vision, perseverance, sensitivity, and the remarkable 
ability to unite people around a common purpose. Thank 
you, Kitzia, for con�antly reminding us that excellence is 
not a de�ination but a journey, and for encouraging all of 
us to keep raising the bar for the wedding indu�ry.

And if there was one unforgettable moment that pe�ectly 
captured the spirit of this congress, it was undoubtedly the 
Second Edition of the ÉPICA Awards. Watching so many 
professionals become emotional as they received 
recognition in front of their peers reminded us why these 
awards were created in the fir� place. They are far more 
than a trophy. They celebrate years of dedication, 
creativ ity,  resi l ience,  passion,  and unwavering 
commitment to excellence. Every winner represents an 
inspiring �ory of perseverance, but every nominee 
deserves recognition as well, because reaching that 
�age already means leaving a meaningful mark on our 
indu�ry. Congratulations to all the winners, and thank you 
for inspiring us through your extraordinary work.

As I write these words, I feel more convinced than ever that 
we are building something far greater than an 
association, a congress, or even a magazine. Together, we 
are shaping a more professional, more generous, and 
more innovative indu�ry—one that is ready to embrace 
the future with confidence. Let us continue dreaming. Let 
us continue sharing knowledge. Let us continue 
developing new leaders and creating oppo�unities for 
the generations that follow. There are �ill countless 
de�inations to discover, countless �ories to tell, and 
countless lives to transform.

The be� did not �ay in Guatemala.

The be� is only ju� beginning.

Let's keep growing. Together.

Augu� 2026 | ByAdrián Pavía

There are moments that define a before and an a�er. The 

LAT Wedding Congress 2026 in Antigua Guatemala was 

undoubtedly one of them. For several unforgettable days, 

we once again proved that the true �rength of our 

indu�ry lies not only in the excellence of its professionals, 

but in our ability to come together, share knowledge, 

inspire one another, and collectively build a brighter 

future. I would like to express my deepe� gratitude to 

Diana Sciarrillo, National Chapter Head of Guatemala, 

and to her out�anding chapter team. They were 

exceptional ho�s, proud ambassadors of their country, 

and the driving force behind an event where every detail 

contributed to an unforgettable experience. My sincere 

appreciation also goes to the entire IADWP team, who 

once again delivered a world-class congress that 

exceeded every expectation and rea�irmed why our 

community continues to be an international benchmark 

within the romance indu�ry.

However, once the lights go down and the applause 

fades, the real challenge begins. The next �ep will not 

depend solely on what each of us accomplishes 

individually in our own businesses or de�inations. It will 

depend on what we are capable of achieving together as 

a community. Competition is no longer among ourselves; 

our greate� oppo�unity lies in collaboration. By sharing 

experiences, creating pa�nerships, and raising 

professional �andards together, we all grow �ronger. 

When one wedding planner succeeds, they inspire 

another. When one de�ination flourishes, the entire 

region benefits. And when a community under�ands that 
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The A� of 
Getting Married 
in Puglia, Italy
Where the journey and love meet 
in the same de�ination
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There are places in the world that possess a quiet yet 

transforming charm, de�inations capable of 

making you fall in love from the very fir� moment 

through their light, colors, and ancient traditions. The 

region of Puglia, located in the heel of the Italian 

boot (also known internationally as Apulia), is one of 

those places where life moves at a di�erent pace. 

Among olive trees that have �ood for thousands of 

years, the calm of the sea, and the timeless beauty of 

its architecture, this land o�ers a living backdrop 

that invites you to dream.

It was precisely this unique charm that captivated 

me and motivated my decision to leave my native 

Colombia with a suitcase full of memories and a 

hea� ove�lowing with hope. I came to Italy to 

complete professional training in the hotel indu�ry, 

confirming the deep love I had felt for this land since 

the fir� time I visited.

Today, settled in Alberobello, a town famous for its 

iconic "trulli" and an unque�ionable symbol of the 

region's heritage, I have combined my professional 

background in Tourism and Hotel Admini�ration, 
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my multicultural experience, and my passion for 

�rategic event planning. This is how Leo Amado – 

Wedding and Travel in Apulia was born: a project 

designed for couples who dream of celebrating their 

love in this fascinating land.

Apulia: A Living Stage 
for Unforgettable 
Weddings
Apulia is not simply a place to pass through; it is a 

deep sensory experience. Its landscapes o�er a 

�unning mix of colors thanks to century-old olive 

groves, hi�oric countryside e�ates (masserie), 

lime�one architecture, and coa�s washed by the 

cry�al-clear waters of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas. 

From the cobbled paths and �one domes of 

Alberobello to the baroque maje�y of Lecce, the 

coa�al elegance of Polignano a Mare, or the hi�oric 

energy of Bari, the region invites you to make time 

�and �ill.

Ph: Cosmo Laera 
@cosmo_laera_o�icial

Ph: Studio Cromatica
@�udiocromatica

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Getting married in Apulia means immersing yourself 

in the authenticity of the Mediterranean life�yle. The 

local ga�ronomy, based on fresh ingredients and 

culinary traditions; the traditional music that holds a 

captivating spell; the architectural beauty that 

honors an ancient heritage; and its living traditions, 

preserved with love and expressed in handmade 

cra�s. It is a unique experience that becomes a living 

beat, a continuous celebration for the senses.

A wedding in Puglia goes beyond celebrating a 

single day to become a journey of unforgettable 

experiences: letting yourself be carried away by the 

whisper of the sea breeze during an exclusive sunset 

boat tour; feeling the breeze and energy while riding 

a Vespa through paths surrounded by ancient olive 

trees and red soil; enjoying a peaceful bike ride that 

invites you to slow down and admire the landscape; 

or sharing an intimate outdoor dinner under the 

�arry sky, where the flavors of traditional cuisine, the 

warmth of family, and the charm of a classic Pugliese 

setting feel like a scene �raight out of a beloved 

Italian movie.

Ph: Cosmo Laera 
@cosmo_laera_o�icial

Ph: : Ra�aele Ve�ito
@ra�aele_ve�ito_ph_e_po�rait
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The Pe�ect Synergy: 
Organization, 
Sensitivity, and 
Travel Vision
It is precisely here that my vision makes a di�erence. 

Throughout my career planning de�ination 

weddings and my experience in the tourism indu�ry, 

I have come to under�and that ae�hetic beauty 

and organizational precision do not compete, they 

�rengthen each other: design inspires emotion, 

while rigorous planning guarantees the absolute 

peace of mind needed to enjoy it.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

"A wedding is not just designed: it must be planned 

and managed with precision so that the couple's 

only purpose is to fully enjoy every single moment of 

this experience."

Under�anding that couples who choose Puglia are 

looking to give themselves, and their gue�s, a 

memorable experience was the core idea behind my 

project. I firmly believe in an exclusive service 

f o c u s e d  o n  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  e x p e � 

and expe� collaboration. Through a �rategic 

pa�nership with Sitaly Tours, a tour operator with 

extensive experience in the region, we combine the 

be� of both worlds: while they handle all integrated 

travel services, logi�ics, and authentic local 

experiences, I take charge of the creative and 

organizational direction of the wedding, tailoring 

every exclusive moment and event that makes up 

this great celebration.

Ph: Marilisa Spinosa 
@amarilis_photography



11

Authenticity as 
the Core Thread

To me, every couple has their own language, �ory, 

and unique energy; therefore, my main goal is to find 

that authenticity that makes each wedding truly one 

of a kind. True luxury in de�ination weddings is not 

measured by showiness, but by the ability to create 

real emotions, deep connections among gue�s, 

and memories that �ay with you forever.

"Choosing the right professional for such a special 

day is, above all, an act of trust and empathy: feeling 

that your story is a priority that deserves the right 

care and attention.”

It requires finding someone who under�ands your 

real needs, knows the region inside out, and has the 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
experience needed to transform your dreams into a 

smooth, authentic, and memorable reality.

From the magical �reets of Alberobello, built on a 

journey shaped by travel ,  dedication, and 

enthusiasm, my o�er at Leo Amado – Wedding and 

Travel in Apulia invites you to discover southern Italy 

in all its Mediterranean authenticity: the pe�ect 

setting to begin a new chapter in a love �ory.

Ph: Cosmo Laera 
@cosmo_laera_o�icial

Leo Amado
Wedding and Travel in Apulia

wedding@leonardoamado.it
www.leonardoamado.it

@leoamado.wedding
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Less Is
Eternal: 
The Definitive Rise

of Minimali� Weddings
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The wedding world is undergoing a quiet yet 

profound transformation. Gone are the days of noisy 

opulence, over-the-top banquets, and heavily 

layered décor designed to impress through sheer 

excess .  Today,  contemporary couples are 

rediscovering the power of simplicity, embracing a 

philosophy that places authenticity above a�ifice.

A minimali� wedding is by no means a simple or low-

budget celebration. On the contrary, it embodies a 

sophi�icated form of elegance. This ae�hetic is 

guided by the architectural principle of "less is more," 

where every visual, culinary, and experiential 

element is carefully selected with clear intention and 

a rigorous sense of ae�hetic purpose.

Rather than filling every corner with massive floral 

in�allations,  the approach is to al low the 

architecture of the venue to breathe, giving the 

natural beauty of the surroundings and the emotion 

of the moment the oppo�unity to become the true 

protagoni�s of the day.

The Psychology 
Behind the Trend
Why is this concept captivating couples around the 

world right now? The answer lies, in pa�, in a direct 

response to the pace of contemporary life. We live in 

an age of con�ant digital over�imulation, where 

visual noise saturates our everyday exi�ence. As a 

result, couples are increasingly seeking to transform 

their wedding day into an oasis of calm, order, and 

serenity.

The desire for su�ainability and conscious 

consumption is also a powe�ul driving force behind 

this movement. Younger generations are rejecting 

the wa�e traditionally associated with large-scale 

celebrations and choosing to inve� in quality rather 

than quantity. The result is a celebration with a 

significantly smaller environmental footprint and a 

visual impact that feels more enduring.
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There is also a profound search for emotional 

authenticity. When unnecessary di�ractions are 

removed, what remains at the center of the 

celebration is the genuine commitment between 

two people. Gue�s are no longer di�racted by an 

o�entatious production; in�ead, they become 

immersed in the purity of the romance and the vows 

being exchanged.

Key Elements 
of Minimali� Design
In floral design and décor, minimalism reveals itself 

through asymmetry and the �rategic use of flowers. 

Dense arrangements are replaced by individual 

�ems displayed in delicate glass vessels, sculptural 

branches, or textured green foliage that brings 

freshness and dimension without overwhelming the 

tablescape.

The color palette of a minimali� wedding is typically 

monochromatic or grounded in neutral tones. Pure 

whites, creamy hues, so� gray, and subtle black or 

metallic accents take center �age, creating an 

atmosphere that is exceptionally photogenic and 

t imeless—pa�icular ly through the lens of 

contemporary fashion editorials.

Lighting plays a crucial, almo� architectural role in 

these celebrations. In�ead of ornate baroque 

chandeliers, couples are embracing kinetic lighting, 

geometrically arranged candles, or concealed LED 

in�allations that transform the atmosphere through 

the interplay of light and shadow, adding warmth 

and under�ated sophi�ication.

Wedding �ationery is another essential expression 

of  t h i s  a e � h et i c .  M i n i m a l i �  d e s i g n s  a re 

characterized by clean typography, generous use of 

white space, and beautifully textured a�isanal 

papers,  proving that a design �ripped of 

ornamentation can be extraordinarily elegant.
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Bridal Style: E�o�less 
Sophi�ication
Minimali� bridal fashion has redefined the 

�andards seen on international runways. Today's 

brides are gravitating toward �reamlined 

silhouettes, impeccable cuts, and luxurious fabrics 

such as silk satin, crepe, and mikado. The absence of 

lace or heavy embellishment allows the �ructure of 

the gown and the personality of the woman wearing 

it to take center �age.

For the groom, the ae�hetic follows a path of 

impeccable tailoring. Clean-cut suits, classic 

tuxedos in sophi�icated tones, and the elimination 

of unnecessary accessories create a contemporary 

silhouette in which the pe�ect fit replaces any need 

for ove� �atements or excessive ornamentation.

A Curated Culinary 
Experience
The culinary proposal at a minimali� wedding is 

transformed into a sensory experience centered on 

the excellence of the ingredients. Rather than 

overwhelming gue�s with an endless succession of 

courses, the menu o�ers a though�ully curated 

sequence of gourmet selections in which a�i�ic 

presentation and authentic flavor take precedence.

Even the wedding cake reflects this philosophy. 

Minimali� wedding cakes move away from 

cascades of sugar f lowers and elaborate 

embellishments, embracing smooth textures, 

textured white finishes, and subtle botanical details. 

The result is a true work of edible a�.
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The De�ination: 
Spaces with Soul
The venue is the canvas upon which the entire 

experience is built. Minimali� weddings find their 

ideal setting in a� galleries, re�ored indu�rial 

spaces with soaring ceilings, hi�oric libraries, or 

breathtaking natural  landscapes such as 

oceanfront cli�s and expansive dese�s—places 

where the surroundings already possess a powe�ul 

visual identity of their own.

These venues allow gue�s to experience the luxury 

of space. By avoiding excessive furniture and overly 

dense layouts in communal areas, the celebration 

encourages a much more fluid, comfo�able, and 

organic interaction, allowing conversation and 

human connection to unfold naturally, without the 

physical barriers o�en created by traditional event 

setups.

Ultimately, the rise of minimali� weddings is not a 

passing trend, but a paradigm shi� within the event 

design indu�ry. Through minimalism, couples are 

making a powe�ul ae�hetic and l i fe�yle 

�atement: true sophi�ication lies in the ability to 

edit, to choose with intention and with hea�, and to 

remember that, at the end of the day, the only thing 

that truly matters is the love being celebrated.

Juan Salvador y Erinna Reyna
Ma�er Wedding & Event Planner

 IADWP VENEZUELA / National Leader Chapter 
/ +58 412 BODA000 (2632000)

IG: @juansalvadoreventos @jsbridalcare
Illu�rations:

Photographic Archive: Juan Salvador
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More Than Co�ee: 
When a Cup Becomes 
an Unforgettable 
Experience
A conversation with David, founder 
of Senz Co�ee Experience
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In the wedding indu�ry, we tend to say that only the 

small details build great experiences, however, a 

carefully placed flower, a song at the right moment, 

or a shared glance between the bride and groom 

can �ay forever in the memories of those who 

experience them, but we rarely think that a cup of 

co�ee can also be pa� of those memories. 

Throughout my career as a De�ination Wedding 

Planner, I have met extraordinary vendors, people 

who under�and that their work goes far beyond 

o�ering a service. 

They are professionals who comprehend that they 

are pa� of one of the mo� impo�ant days in a 

couple's life. 

David is one of them.

Behind Senz Co�ee Experience, I didn't ju� find a 

pe�ectly presented hot beverage �ation. I found a 

young entrepreneur whose passion for co�ee was 

born from curiosity, �rengthened by knowledge, 

and today that is reflected how he serves every 

single gue� with warmth.

I wanted to sit down and talk with him to discover the 

person behind every cup of co�ee.

—David, before we talk about Senz, I want to get to 
know the person behind. Who are you when an event 
ends and the co�ee machines are turned o�?”

David smiles before answering.

"When I'm not at an event, I'm usually at the 
warehouse. I like to check every piece of the 
equipment, leave everything ready for the next 
service, and make sure everything is working 
pe�ectly. And when the workday is over, I enjoy 
being with my family.”

His answer confirms something I have always 
believed: excellence never happens by chance. It is 
built when no one is watching.
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The curious thing is that his �ory didn't �a� with a 

great passion for co�ee. For many years, he 

considered co�ee was simply the beverage that 

accompanied bread.

Everything changed when he �a�ed working in 

co�ee shops.

"That's where I discovered that co�ee was a 

completely di�erent universe. I �a�ed to learn 

about the potential of Ecuadorian co�ee and 

realized that behind a cup of co�ee, there was so 

much more than I had ever imagined.”

I asked him which cup of co�ee had changed his life. 

Without hesitation, he recalled a workshop from 

2020.

"I ta�ed co�ees with fruity, sweet notes and an 

acidity I had never experienced before. That day, I 

under�ood that co�ee didn't have to be bitter or 

simply �rong. I discovered a whole new world.”

As I li�ened to him, I under�ood that major 

transformations o�en �a� from the simple� 

moments. But the real change came when he 

decided to �ep out of his comfo� zone to bet on 

what he was truly passionate about.

He was working at a major co�ee shop chain. 

However, he felt that the product he was o�ering 

didn't represent the true value of co�ee. He even 

admits that he developed poor eating habits due to 

the long working hours.

That's the moment when he decided to �a� from 

scratch.

Training.

Learning.

Traveling.

Advising for co�ee shops in di�erent provinces of 

Ecuador.
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Under�anding that co�ee could become a pa� of 

the mo� impo�ant moments in people's lives.

Thus, Senz Co�ee Experience �a�s.

Not as a company that serves beverage, but as a 

brand that creates experiences.

I asked him what the essence of Senz was. 

He didn't need to think about it for too long.

"Awakening the senses and create la�ing 

memories."

A simple phrase that pe�ectly sums up the 

philosophy they work by.

As a Wedding Planner, something I always observe is 

how each vendor under�ands their role in a 

wedding. 

There are vendors who simply meet their working 

hours, and there are vendors who under�and they 

are pa� of a �ory.

David belongs to the second group.

"It all �a�s with li�ening to our clients," he explains.

"Every couple has di�erent ta�es. Some people love 

a cappuccino; others prefer a hot chocolate or an 

herbal tea. Our job is to ensure that their favorite 

beverage is present on one of the mo� impo�ant 

days of their lives."
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That answer reminded me of something I always 

share with couples: the be� experiences �a� when 

every detail speaks of them. And that includes a cup 

of co�ee.

I asked him what one of his company's greate� 

challenges had been. His answer revolved around 

their clients.

"We had times when several events coincided on the 

same day. That's when we realized we would rather 

do fewer weddings than lower our level of quality."

In an indu�ry where growth is o�en measured by 

quantity, hearing someone talk about prioritizing 

excellence over volume is deeply inspiring.

Perhaps that is one of the reasons why gue�s 

remember their co�ee �ations so vividly.

It's not ju� because of the co�ee.

It's because of how it makes them feel. 

Each cup is prepared with carefully selected 

products, pri�ine equipment, and completely 

personalized service.

As we chatted, I also discovered another facet of 

David that I deeply admire.

An in�ructor. 

Today, he dedicates pa� of his time to training new 
bari�as.

“I don't ju� want to teach technique. I want to teach 
responsibility. I always tell them to prepare every 
drink exactly how they would like to receive it 
themselves."

That phrase could apply to any service-related 
profession.

Because true hospitality is applied when we think 
fir� of the person in front of us.

Then, I asked him what he had learned from working 
at weddings.

His response was immediate.

"No one does great work alone.”

"Nadie hace un gran trabajo solo.”

As a wedding planner, I couldn't help but smile, 
because that is exactly what we experience at every 
event: Photographers, Videographers, Flori�s, 
Chefs, Musicians, Bari�as, Wedding Planners, etc.

We all build the same experience. So, when you 
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under�and that the protagoni� isn't the vendor but 
the couple, the magic happens.

Before ending our conversation, I wanted to ask him 
one la� que�ion.

—"What does the cup of co�ee that be� speaks of 
your �ory represent?”

David was silent for a few seconds.

"It represents an oppo�unity. When I was eighteen 
years old, very few people believed in me. I decided 
to take a leap of faith and place my path in God's 
hands. He kept opening doors and taking me to 
places I never imagined I would be. Today, every cup 
I prepare reminds me that dreams can come true 
when you work hard, persevere, and tru� the 
process."

I couldn't find a better way to close our conversation.

Because I realized that behind every co�ee �ation, 
there aren't ju� machines, drinks, or recipes.

There are �ories.

There are sacrifices.

There are people who decided to turn a passion into 
a life project.

As a De�ination Wedding Planner, I always say that 
weddings are the result of the work of hea�s beating 
to the same rhythm.

So today, I want to recognize those from their own 
specialty professionals who ensure that our gue�s 
do not ju� enjoy a warm drink, but feel welcomed as 
if they were at home.

Perhaps that is, precisely, the true meaning of 

hospitality.

Making someone remember how you made them 

feel.

And if one day someone speaks of Senz Co�ee 

Experience, I am sure they won't ju� remember the 

co�ee.

They will remember the experience.

Because there are people who serve a cup of co�ee.

And there are others, like David and his team, who 

serve moments capable of �aying forever in the 

memories of those who experience them.

What I learned 
from David
A�er speaking with him, I  under�ood that 

excellence doesn't begin when a gue� receives a 

cup of co�ee. It begins much earlier, when someone 

decides to do things well even when no one is 

watching.

Perhaps that is the di�erence between o�ering a 

service and creating an experience. That is precisely 

what unforgettable weddings are made of.

"There are people who serve a cup of co�ee and 

there are others who serve moments capable of 

�aying forever in the memory.”

Lissner O�iz 
De�ination Wedding Planner

Senz Co�ee
David Lita Suárez

@senzco�ee
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Multicultural 
Weddings and 
Rule Free 
Celebrations: 
When Love Creates 
Its Own Traditions
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LWeddings are no longer events built solely around 

rigid traditions and protocols. Today, many couples 

seek to celebrate in a more authentic way, one 

where their roots, family hi�ories, cultures, personal 

ta�es, and unique ways of loving can coexi� within 

a single experience.

In Co�a Rica, this trend takes on a pa�icularly 

meaningful dimension. As a de�ination chosen by 

couples from all over the world, the country has 

become the pe�ect setting for multicultural 

weddings: celebrations where Latin, European, 

No�h American, Caribbean, Asian, and spiritual 

traditions come together, surrounded by nature, 

warmth, and the unmi�akable charm of the tropics.

A multicultural wedding is not about combining 

elements at random; it is about creating a 

meaningful narrative. It may take the form of a 

bilingual ceremony overlooking the ocean, a dinner 

featuring Co�a Rican flavors alongside cherished 

family recipes, music that bridges cultures, or 

symbolic r ituals that honor both pa�ners' 

backgrounds.
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W e  a r e  a l s o  w i t n e s s i n g  a  r i s e  i n  m o r e 

unconventional celebrations: brides choosing 

colors other than white, ceremonies without 

traditional wedding pa�ies, family-�yle dinners, 

wedding weekend experiences, barefoot beach 

receptions, and events where formal protocols are 

adapted to the preferences and comfo� of the 

gue�s.

In de�inations such as Co�a Rica's Caribbean 

coa�, Guanaca�e, Manuel Antonio, La Fo�una, and 

the Central Valley, couples discover settings that 

allow them to create weddings with a truly personal 

identity. Nature becomes an integral pa� of the 

experience, the sound of the ocean, tropical rain, 

lush mountains, vibrant gardens, and local cuisine 

all contribute to an atmosphere that is both 

authentic and impossible to replicate elsewhere.

For wedding planners, the challenge lies in guiding 

these celebrations with sensitivity and intention. It is 

not enough to follow trends; it requires li�ening, 

researching, and under�anding the significance 

that each tradition holds for the couple and their 

families. A though�ully designed multicultural 

wedding does not appropriate cultures, it honors 

them.

Co�a Rica holds a unique advantage when it 

comes to ho�ing these celebrations: its hospitality. 

The well-known "Pura Vida" �yle is more than ju� a 

phrase, it is a way of welcoming, connecting, and 

celebrating. For this reason, rule-free weddings do 

not mean weddings without �ructure; rather, they 

are celebrations driven by purpose, where every 

detail has meaning.

Ultimately, the mo� memorable weddings are those 

that do not try to fit into a predefined mold. They are 

the ones that tell a genuine �ory, blend di�erent 

worlds with respect, and allow love to express itself 

freely and authentically.

Because when a wedding is designed from a place 

of authenticity, it does not need to follow every rule 

to be truly pe�ect.

Kimaura Allen 
Wedding & Event Planner

Tel: +506 6470 8592
info@kimauraallen.com
www.kimauraallen.com

Social Media: @kimaurallen
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Social Events
at the LAT 

Wedding Congress
in Guatemala
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It came as no surprise that more than 400 wedding 

professionals gathered for this remarkable event. 

What was truly extraordinary, however, was 

witnessing the �rength of an indu�ry that 

transcends borders and finds in gatherings like 

these the pe�ect oppo�unity to connect, 

collaborate, and celebrate. Throughout the 

congress, attendees were invited to experience a 

series of evening social events, each with its own 

di�inct personality yet united by a common 

purpose: honoring Guatemala as an extraordinary 

de�ination for weddings and grand celebrations.

Welcome Cocktail: 
A Sensory Oasis at 
Villa Bokeh
The opening evening unfolded at Villa Bokeh, where 

nature  i t se l f  became the  even ing 's  mo� 

di�inguished ho�. This luxurious oasis, framed by 

the maje�ic silhouette of a volcano and home to its 

iconic Love Bridge—a witness to countless romantic 

moments—provided an unforgettable setting for the 

celebration.

Gue�s were welcomed with an exceptional culinary 

and cocktail experience, where the chef and his 

team showcased local ingredients in crreative ways, 

demon�rating how fine dining is an essential pillar 

of the de�ination wedding experience.

As conversations flowed and old friends reunited, 

t h o u g h� u l  d eta i l s  c o nt i n u e d  to  s u r p r i s e 

gue�s—from Sunfresh's charming floral bar and 

Bashía Bride's elegant beauty ca� to the evening's 

mo� anticipated highl ight:  a l ive cul inary 

happening featuring the creation of a spectacular 

pavlova. The pa�ry team deserved every �anding 

ovation they received.

To conclude the evening, each gue� received a 

meaningful keepsake �eeped in Guatemalan 

tradition: a piece of jade de�ined to become a one-

of-a-kind jewel, handcra�ed during a workshop at 

La Casa del Jade in Antigua Guatemala.
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One of the congress's mo� captivating and visually 

�unning evenings unfolded under the leadership of 

Diana Sciarrillo, IADWP Director for Guatemala, 

together with an exceptional team of event 

professionals. The magnificent Convento de las 

Capuchinas was transformed into a deeply 

immersive, multisensory experience.

Members' Event: 
Our Story Through 
the Senses

The evening began in an intimate, ceremonial 

atmosphere where exquisite music, captivating 

aromas, and a mesmerizing live pe�ormance set the 

tone for what was to come. Gue�s wandered 

through lush gardens filled with a�isans and cultural 

ex p re s s i o n s  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l l y  c e l e b ra t e d 

Guatemala's rich heritage.

Upon reaching the entrance to the hi�oric ruins, 

breathtaking floral projection mapping transformed 

the colonial temple into a living canvas. As the 

monumental doors opened, more than 300 IADWP 

members were welcomed into an extraordinary 

scene: two magnificent imperial tables dressed in 

timeless elegance and refined glamour. 



At the hea� of the setting, a central runway came 

alive with pe�ormers po�raying Guatemala's 

hi�ory, leading seamlessly into a multi-course wine-

paired dinner where lighting, ga�ronomy, and 

�orytell ing merged to reveal the soul of a 

fascinating nation.

Between Threads 
and Jade: The Grand 
Closing Gala
A�er three inspiring days of education, networking, 
and shared experiences, the congress reached its 
grand finale at the iconic La Recolección Ruins with 
the Between Threads and Jade Gala and the 
presentation of the Épica Awards, made possible 
through the collaborative e�o�s of IADWP, INGUAT, 
and Guatemala's out�anding event professionals.

Inspired by jade and the country's extraordinary 
textile heritage, the gala seamlessly blended 
cultural legacy with contemporary design through 
ma�e�ul lighting, monumental sculptures, a�i�ic 
in�allations, and a fashion showcase featuring 
renowned local designers.

The evening's defining moment arrived with the 
Épica Awards,  celebrating the excel lence, 
innovation, and enduring contributions of the 
professionals shaping the global wedding indu�ry.

As the awards concluded, the celebration naturally 

evolved into an unforgettable pa�y filled with live 

music and signature cocktails—a reminder that 

professional pa�nerships o�en blossom into 

genuine friendships. (And although the o�icial �ory 

ends here, rumor has it that the celebration 

continued well into the early hours at a charming 

hidden venue known as Tiky, where hea�felt 

farewells among Latin American colleagues turned 

into dancing, laughter, and pure joy.)

A Finale Wo�hy 
of Our Indu�ry
The LAT Wedding Congress in Guatemala reminded 

us that the true richness of our profession extends far 

beyond spectacular productions. It lives in the 

warmth of its people, the cultural heritage that 

surrounds us, and the invaluable community we 

continue to build together.

We le� Antigua Guatemala inspired, carrying 

u nfo rg et ta b l e  m e m o r i e s  a n d  a  re n e w e d 

commitment to elevating the wedding and events 

indu�ry throughout Latin America and beyond.

Gloriana Roldán
Wanderlu� Event Planner & Designer

IG: @wanderlu�eventplanning

Stacy Webb
Public Relations & Event Planning Speciali�

Director, Amós Chapel & Event Venue
IG: @capilla.amos

Je�rey Cervantes Calderón
National Chapter Leader IADWP

Co�a Rica Wedding Planner
IG: @crweddingplanner

Photography: KU Studio, Pipe Gaber, Auguro
Weddings, Dylann Garrido and Life Weddings
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https://www.iadwp.com/Landing-principal-Lovemexico-Merida-yucatan
https://www.iadwp.com/Landing-principal-Lovemexico-Merida-yucatan


https://www.instagram.com/princesshotelsweddings/
https://www.instagram.com/pensativohouse/?hl=es


https://www.instagram.com/gingab12/
https://www.instagram.com/gingab12/
https://www.instagram.com/andreayourtravelgenie/
https://www.instagram.com/wanderlusteventplanning/
https://www.instagram.com/special.events.alquileres?igsh=MTQwbTJxajdtdGNlNg==
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