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Editor's Note

July 2026 | By Adrian Pavia
Director of IADWP Latin America & Spanish-Speaking
Caribbean Chapter | Editor in Chief - EPICA Magazine

The romance industry is experiencing one of the most
fascinating transformations of the past few decades.
Today's couples are no longer simply planning a wedding;
they are seeking to create an experience that reflects who
they truly are—one that tells their story with authenticity and
purpose. Luxury itself is being redefined. It is no longer
measured by the number of guests or the scale of the
celebration, but by the quality of the emotions shared and
the uniqueness of each moment. In this changing
landscape, micro weddings are emerging as one of the
strongest movements shaping the future of our industry.
They are not here to replace grand celebrations, but to
broaden the possibilities of how love can be celebrated.
More intimate gatherings, deeply emotional experiences
where gastronomy, destination, design, and meaningful
connections take center stage. We are witnessing a true
evolution in the wedding industry, and as professionals, our
greatest challenge is to understand these changes before
anyone else. Those who can anticipate the new desires of
modern couples will undoubtedly become tomorrow's
leaders.

And speaking of the future, one of the most anticipated
moments of the year has finally arrived. Antigua Guatemala
will once again become the meeting point for the global

romance industry as it hosts the IADWP LATAM Congress.
For several unforgettable days, we will reunite, learn,
exchange ideas, strengthen friendships, and continue
building a community that grows stronger with every edition.
This year, however, brings something even more special: the
Second Edition of the EPICA Awards. It is impossible not to
imagine the excitement of the red carpet, the flashes of
photographers, the heartfelt embraces, and the inspiring
stories behind every nomination. These awards celebrate far
more than talent; they recognize passion, perseverance,
creativity, and the commitment of those who dedicate their
lives to elevating our industry. | have no doubt that this
glamorous evening will become another unforgettable
milestone in the history of EPICA and a celebration worthy of
the extraordinary professionals who inspire us every day.

I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to every
reader who continues to support this editorial project issue
after issue. Today, EPICA has become an international
community that continues to grow, inspiring professionals
across the world through stories, ideas, education, and
innovation. From the very beginning, our mission has been to
create a platform where talent could be discovered, shared,
and celebrated. That is why | encourage each of you to
become an active part of this publication. Share your
editorials, your weddings, your creative projects, your
experiences, and your unique perspective. EPICA does not
belong to an editor—it belongs to an entire community that
believes knowledge grows stronger when it is shared. If this
magazine can become the window through which the world
discovers your work, then we will have fulfilled the very
purpose forwhich it was created.

We are living in an era of constant transformation. Trends
evolve, markets shift, destinations emerge, and the
expectations of new generations continue to redefine the
wedding experience. Yet one thing remains unchanged: the
power of passionate people. Never stop learning. Never stop
innovating. Never stop believing that there is always a better
version of yourself waiting to be discovered. Our industry
needs professionals who are curious, generous,
courageous, and willing to embrace change. Let us continue
building a global community that inspires, educates, and
raises the standards of the romance industry. Because when
talent finds a community that believes in it, supports it, and
helps it grow, there are no limits to what we can achieve
together.

Adrian Pavia

Director, IADWP Latin America
& Spanish-Speaking Caribbean Chapter
Editor in Chief - EPICA Magazine
Wedding & Event Expert
Instagram: @adrianpavia
www.adrianpavia.com.ar
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There are places that we dont simply visit, we felt. Places
that transform the way we understand love, celebration,
and human connection. As a Destination Wedding
Planner, I've had the privilege of being with couples
through deeply meaningful moments, but very few
experiences have left such a lasting impression on me as
those we recently shared in the heart of the Ecuadorian
Amazon, at Suchipakari.

Ecuador holds a privilege we often overlook: we are a
country of four worlds. The Coast, Highlands, Amazon,
and Galapagos Islands that coexist within a small yet
immensely diverse territory. This richness makes Ecuador
an extraordinary destination for celebrating love in
authentic and unforgettable ways.

My professional mission has always been to demonstrate
that weddings destination in Ecuador can go far beyond
traditional settings. Our country has the ability to surprise,
inspire, and connect couples with experiences that
transcend the simple act of celebrating a wedding.
Suchipakariwas a perfect example of this.

Located in Napo Province, near Puerto Misahualli,

Suchipakari Jungle Lodge is approximately five hours by

road from Quito. The journey itself becomes part of the




experience: leaving the Andean highlands behind and
gradually entering the lush greenery of the Amazon
rainforest. On this occasion, we traveled alongside the
couples, our production team, and specialized vendors
by a tourist transportation service, transforming the

journey into the beginning of a shared adventure.

What we found as soon as we arrived was more than just a
location. We discovered living culture, genuine
hospitality, ancestral gastronomy, and a natural
environment capable of reminding us how small and
lucky we truly are.

Our first experience featured Ethan, an Australia who is
deeply in love, and Sari, an proudly Ecuadorian who is
connected to her roots. Ethan had decided he wanted to
surprise her with an unforgettable proposal. We selected
one of the lodge's scenic viewpoints to create an intimate
setting surrounded by endless greenery.

There were no huge structures or excessive
embellishments. Only the vastness of the jungle, carefully
selected with flowers, heartfelt details and a landscape




impossible to replicate anywhere else in the world. Being
there, Ethan asked Sari to spend the rest of their lives

together, with the Amazon as their witness.

After the tears, hugs and emotions, we moved on to the
second experience: a symbolic ceremony guided by the

community's shaman.

It was in that moment, we realized we were experiencing

something truly extraordinary.

Through this encounter, we learned about the Kasarana, or
Sawarina, an ancestral tradition related to the
commitment of a couple within the Amazonian worldview.
Beyond the ritual itself, it provided an opportunity to
understand the deep meaning, marriage holds within

these communities.

Ethan and Sari ceased to be just observers and became
part of the experience. She wore traditional attire: a colorful
skirt, an embroidered blouse, a sigra as a symbol of
identity, and a pink printed fabric veil. Her face was
adorned with designs created using natural pigments that

represent protection, beauty, and belonging.






He wore a light blue suit, a feather crown, and necklaces crafted
from local seeds. Every element carries its own meaning,
representing the bond between the individual, the community,

and nature.

The shaman, one of the most respected figures within the
community, officiated the ceremony wearing traditional attire.
He carried his ceremonial spear, wore a feathered crown, and
spoke in his native language. Listening to him was a reminder
that love can also be expressed through other forms of wisdom.

Nature became the perfect altar. The sounds of birds, the wind

moving through the leaves, and the mesmerizing presence of

ancient trees join us every moment, reminding us that love is

alsorespect, balance, and gratitude.

Our third experience featured Eli and Santi, who chose to
celebrate two years together by symbolically renewing their

marriage.

This time, they embraced a more traditional Western-inspired
aesthetic. Eli wore a long white gown, while Santi chose a beige
suit that reflected elegance and simplicity. Yet the essence

remained unchanged: connection..




The ceremony took place in one of the destination's most iconic
scenaries: the majestic ceibo tree. Its monumental roots
embraced the space as though the earth itself were welcoming
the couple's promise of love. It was impossible not to be moved
by the majestic of this natural setting.

As a Wedding Planner, these experiences have taught me that
some couples are looking for more than a beautiful wedding.
They seek meaning. They seek authenticity. They seek to feel
part of something greater than themselves.

The Amazonian experience was also built through the senses.

As soon as we arrived, we welcomed our guests with a cup of
guayusa, an ancestral beverage widely consumed by
Amazonian communities. Refreshing and energizing, it is part of
everyday life and symbolizes hospitality and well-being.
Actually, we were told of the popular belief that it helps prevent
mosquito bites, although we surely used insect repellent for
additional protection.

The cuisine became another unforgettable highlight. Native
ingredients from the region were transformed into memorable
dining experiences capable of delighting any palate.
Celebrating love also means honoring the flavors that tell the

story ofaplace.

The decoration was designed with deep respect for the
surrounding environment. e incorporated tropical fruits and
exotic regional flowers to create vibrant centerpieces. White
linens were paired with handwoven fabrics crafted by
community members, resulting in a design that was elegant,

authentic, and deeply connected to the destination.




Like every wedding destination, the celebration began long
before the vows.

We explored Amazonian trails, enjoyed relaxing massages,

shared stories told by local residents, and listened to legends

passed down through generations. Some guests even
decided to prepare for participation in ayahuasca
ceremonies, a traditional Amazonian brew made from the
Banisteriopsiscaapi vine and Psychotriaviridis leaves,
historically used for spiritual, introspective, and healing
purposes under the guidance of experienced specialists.




The experiences continued long after the celebrations
ended: river activities, nighttime excursions, and moments of
contemplation transformed a single event into a collection of
unforgettable memories.

None of this would have been possible without a committed
team that understood the importance of caring for every
detail. We were joined by photographer Juan Gabriel
Narvaez; videographers Santiago Aguayo and Andrea Reyes;
makeup artists and stylists Gisse Mazza and Magy Sanchez,
who enhanced the natural beauty of the brides and guests;
and designer Danna Mendoza, whose dresses brought
eleganceto the pre-wedding connection activities.

Today, | can say with complete conviction that Ecuador has
everything to establish itself as a leading destination for
innovative and emerging destination wedding.

We have volcanoes, beaches, unique islands, and majestic
mountains. But we also have a living, generous, and
profoundly human Amazon that offers experiences that are
able of transforming the way we understand love.

Suchipakariwas not merely a location. It was a teacher.

It taught us that true luxury lies in authenticity, that nature can
become the most extraordinary altar, and that weddings have
the power to build bridges between cultures.

As a Destination Wedding Planner, | will continue showing to
the world, a diverse, courageous, and a full of posibilties as
Ecuador. Because when a couple chooses to marry here, they
do not simply celebrate awedding.

Theywilllive astory, they will tell forever.

"‘Because Ecuador is not only a destination to celebrate love;
it is a place where love becomes an experience, the
experience becomes a memory, and the memory becomes a
story that willbe told forever!

Lissner Ortiz

Destination Wedding Planner
National Chapter Lider IADWP Ecuador
www.lissnerweddingplannercom

Photographic Credits:
Juan Gabriel Narvaez - Wedding Photographer
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An honest look at what endures, what evolves, and how to
find the perfect balance.

Everyyear, the wedding industry eagerly awaits the arrival
of new trends. New colors, new floral styles, new
entertainment concepts, new ways to present food, new
aesthetics for photography, new fonts, new tablescapes.

As planners, designers, and creatives, we thrive on
innovation.

Trends inspire us. They challenge us. They push our
industry forward.

But after nearly two decades planning destination
weddings, | have come to believe something important:

Not everything that is fashionable becomes memorable.
And not everything timeless has to be traditional.

The questionis not whethertrends are good or bad.

The real question is: How much of your wedding should
belong to today, and how much should belong to

forever?

The Beauty of Trends

Let'sbegin by giving trends the credit they deserve.

Without trends, our industry would become stagnant.
Weddings would look identical year after year. Creativity
would disappear.

Trends often emerge because they respond to a cultural
shift.

The rise of intimate seating arrangements reflected

coupleswanting more connection with theirguests.

The move toward immersive experiences reflected a
desire for emotional engagement rather than formal

protocol.

The popularity of wedding branding emerged because
couples wanted celebrations that felt deeply personal
ratherthan generic.

Trends introduce fresh perspectives and encourage
couplesto think differently about their celebrations.

They can make a wedding feel current, exciting, and

relevant.

They often become the catalyst forinnovation.




The Downside of Trends

The problem begins when couples choose a trend simply

because everyone elseisdoingit.
Awedding should tell the story of two people.

Instead, many celebrations begin to tell the story of

Instagram.

When trends are followed without intention, weddings

can quickly lose theirindividuality.

The same color palettes.

The same ceremony layouts.

The same photo poses.

The same welcome gifts.

The same entertainment concepts.

The result is often beautiful—but not necessarily

memorable.

15

And perhaps the greatest risk of allis that trends age.

What feels incredibly modern today may look dated in
fiveyears.

Thewedding itselfremains extraordinary.

The styling may not.

The Strength of Timeless
Design

Timelessnessis often misunderstood.

People associate timeless with safe.

Classic.
Predictable.

But true timelessness is none of those things.



Timeless designis not about recreating the past.
It is about creating something that transcends a specific

moment.

It focuses on proportion rather than excess.
Quality ratherthan quantity.
Emotion ratherthan spectacle.

A timeless wedding does not rely on trends to remain
beautiful.

It relies on thoughtfuldecisions.

Therightvenue.

Therightlighting.

Theright guest experience.

Theright flow of events.

Theright balance between elegance and authenticity.

These elements nevergo out of style.
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The Downside of Being
Too Timeless

[ronically, timelessness also hasits risks.

When interpreted too conservatively, it can become
overly cautious.

Some weddings become so focused on being "classic"
that they lose their personality.

Awedding should not feel like a museum.
It should feelalive.

It should reflect the couple's generation, culture,
interests, and way of seeing the world.

Rejecting every trend simply because it is new can be just
as limiting as embracing every trend simply because it is
popular.

The Sweet Spot: Timeless
Foundations with
Contemporary Accents

Thisiswhere | believe the magic happens.

The most successful weddings are rarely entirely trendy
orentirely timeless.

They are athoughtfulcombination of both.



Build the wedding on timeless foundations:

‘Exceptionalhospitality
‘Elegant design principles
‘Meaningfulexperiences
‘Quality materials
‘Emotionalauthenticity

Then allow carefully selected trends to add freshness
and personality.

Perhapsitis an unexpected color palette.
Perhapsitisanimmersive dining experience.

Perhapsitis a unique entertainment concept.
Perhapsitisamodern interpretation of a cultural tradition.

The trend becomes an accent, not the entire identity.

And that makes allthe difference.

My Perspective for 2026

As we move through 2026, | see couples becoming more
discerningthanever.

Theyare lessinterested inimpressing strangers and more
interested in creating meaningfulmemories.

Less focused on what is trending online and more
focused onwhat feels true tothem.

The most beautiful weddings of the future will not be
defined by a particular flower, color, or design style.

Theywillbe defined by intention.

Becausetrendswillcontinueto evolve.
Theyalwaysdo.

But genuine elegance—the kind that comes from
authenticity, thoughtful design, and heartfelt
hospitality—never goes out of fashion.

And perhaps thatis the greatest luxury of all.

Diana Sciarrillo

NationalChapter Guatemala
@idoguatemala







There is a moment in almost every bridal appointment
when something shifts.

It doesn't happen when they find the perfect dress. It
happens seconds earlier, when they look at themselvesin
the mirror and begin to recognize themselves within a
new chapteroftheirlives.

After years working with Angels Dresses and
accompanying hundreds of Salvadoran brides in their
search for the perfect gown, | have learned that this
decisionis neverjust about fashion. Behind every fitting lie
emotions, expectations, family dreams, and also a quiet
question many women ask themselves: How do | want to
feelon mywedding day?

As a wedding planner, | usually experience weddings
from a holistic perspective. | think about the guest
experience, the atmosphere, the venue, the décor, and
every detail that shapes a celebration. However, working
within Angels Dresses revealed something that
transformed the way | understand brides: for many of
them, the wedding truly begins when they find their dress.



Untilthat moment, everythingisanidea.
Afterthat moment, everything begins to take shape.

It is fascinating how a single decision can influence so
many others. The dress defines the energy of the
celebration, inspires design details, shapes the image the
bride will project, and often brings a sense of clarity that
allows herto enjoy the rest of the planningjourney.

We see it constantly. Before finding the dress, there are
doubts, saved references, family opinions, and a long list
of possibilities. After finding it, a certainty emerges that
completely transforms the experience.

In El Salvador, we have also seen the modern bride
evolve. She continues to value tradition, but at the same
time seeks a more authentic and personalized
experience.







Today's Salvadoran bride wants to feel elegant, but also
comfortable. She wants to honor family traditions without
giving up her personality. She wants to look stunning, but
above all, she wants to recognize herself when she looks
inthe mirror.

And this has transformed the way we experience bridal
fashion.

At Angels Dresses, we have had the privilege of
accompanying this evolution. Through new collections,
runway shows, and design proposals, we aim to offer
options for different bridal styles—from those who dream
of a classic, timeless aesthetic to those who want to
incorporate more modern and bold elements.

Because thereis no single way to be a bride.

Some find their story in a traditional veil. Others in
detachable sleeves, capes, minimalist silhouettes, or
unexpected details. What matters is not following a trend.
What matters is that every element reflects who she is
and how she wants to experience one of the most
importantdays of her life.



That is why we believe the bridal experience is just as
importantasthe dressitself.

Every appointment is an opportunity to listen,
understand, and accompany. It is not simply about
choosing a silhouette ora fabric. It is about helping a bride
visualize herselfwithin the story she isabout to begin.

Perhaps that is why some of the most meaningful
moments happen in front of a mirror. Not because a bride
finds a dress, but because she finds confidence. Because
she stops imagining what that day will be like and begins
toseeitaspossible.

Andthatiswhere the true magic lies.

Long before the flowers, the music, and the walk down
the aisle, there is a deeply personal moment in which a
woman recognizes herself within her new chapter.

That moment does not only mark the beginning of a
wedding.

It marks the beginning of a new version of herself.

Marianna Aguirre Echeverria

Destination Wedding Planner
Platinum Member, IADWP El Salvador Chapter
@marianna_planner
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Celebrating 25 Years of Creating
Experiences Without Borders

Twenty-five years ago, destination weddings were
considered a niche segment of the wedding industry.
Couples seeking to marry abroad were often viewed as
adventurous pioneers willing to navigate unfamiliar
territories, international logistics, and cultural nuances
largely on theirown.

Today, destination weddings have evolved into one of the
mostinfluential sectors of the global wedding industry.

Couples are no longer simply selecting a beautiful
location to exchange vows. They are intentionally
curating immersive experiences that reflect their
personalities, values, cultures, and dreams.

As Heaven Sent Wedding Consultants & Travel Agency
celebrates its 25th anniversary, | find myself reflecting on
how dramatically our industry has transformed—and
whereitis headed next.

The future belongs to professionals who understand two
emerging concepts that are reshaping the industry:
Destinology and Trendscapes.

These concepts are no longer optional considerations for
destination wedding professionals. They are becoming
the foundation upon which successful destination
wedding businesses are built.

Understanding Destinology

Destinology is the strategic science of matching a
couple's vision, lifestyle, guest experience, and personal
story with the ideal destination.

It goes far beyond selecting a resort or identifying a
beautiful beach.

Destinology asks deeper questions:

Why does this destination matter?
‘What emotionalconnection does it create?
‘How does it align with the couple's identity?
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What experience willguests rememberyears later?

‘How does the destination itself become part of the
wedding story?

Today's couples are more educated, more experienced
travelers, and more intentionalthan ever before.

They are searching for meaningful experiences rather
than simply beautifulvenues.

A luxury couple may initially inquire about Jamaica but
discover that the vineyards of Tuscany better reflect their
vision.

A couple considering Mexico may ultimately find their
perfect fit among the iconic whitewashed villages of
Santorini. Another may choose Antigua because of its
intimate atmosphere and exclusivity.

At Heaven Sent Wedding Consultants & Travel Agency,
we view ourselves not simply as wedding planners but as
destination strategists.

Our role is to help couples identify the destination that
best tells their story.

The Rise of Trendscapes

If Destinology focuses on where couples marry,
Trendscapes focus on why and how they choose to
celebrate.

ATrendscapeis the evolving landscape of cultural, social,
economic, and experiential influences shaping wedding
decisions.



The destination wedding industry is experiencing rapid
change, driven by shifting priorities among modern
couples.

Several Trendscapes are currently influencing
destination weddings around the world.

Experience-Driven
Celebrations

Couplestoday prioritize experiences over possessions.

Many are investing more heavily in memories and guest
experiences than traditional wedding formalities.

Rather than focusing solely on the wedding ceremony
itself, couples are creating destination wedding
weekends thatinclude:

‘Welcome parties
‘Catamaran cruises
‘Culturalexcursions
Culinary experiences
‘Adventure activities
‘Group tours
‘Farewellbrunches

The wedding becomes one chapter in a larger
experience.

As destination planners, we must design entire journeys
ratherthanindividualevents.

Intimate Luxury

The luxury market has shifted significantly. Today's
affluent couples are increasingly choosing quality over
guantity.

Instead of hosting 300 guests, many are choosing 50 to
100 carefully selected family members and friends while
investing more deeplyin:

‘Elevated guest experiences
‘Luxury accommodations
‘Exceptional cuisine
‘Bespoke décor
-Personalized gifting
‘Concierge-level hospitality

The wedding becomes one chapter in a larger
experience. As destination planners, we must design
entirejourneys ratherthan individualevents.
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Multi-Generational Travel

Destination weddings have become family reunions,
milestone celebrations, and legacy experiences all rolled
into one.

Guests often span multiple generations, from
grandparents to young children. This shift requires
planners to think beyond wedding logistics.

\¥e must understand:
Accessibility requirements
‘Transportation logistics
‘Resort suitability
‘Excursion planning

‘Guest communication
:Group travel management

As both destination wedding planners and international
travel advisors, Heaven Sent Wedding Consultants &
Travel Agency has embraced this evolution by integrating
wedding planning and travel planning into one seamless
service experience.



Cultural Authenticity

LToday's couples want meaningful connections to their
chosen destinations.

They are seeking authenticity rather than imitation.

WWhetherthrough:

-Jamaican steel drum performances
‘Mexican mariachi musicians

‘Greek culinary traditions

‘Italian vineyard experiences
‘Dominican cultural celebrations

Couples want the destination itself to become part of the
wedding narrative.

This demand for authenticity creates extraordinary
opportunities for planners who understand local culture
and maintain strong relationships with destination
partners.

How Heaven Sent Is Leading
Through Innovation

For 25 years, Heaven Sent Wedding Consultants & Travel

Agency has continuously evolved alongside the industry.

What began as a traditional wedding planning company
has transformed into a global destination wedding, event

planning, honeymoon, and luxury travel organization.

Today, our clients benefit from a unique combination of

expertise rarely found within a single company.

We serve as:

‘Wedding planners

‘Destination wedding specialists
‘International traveladvisors
‘Event designers

-Group travelcoordinators
‘Hospitality strategists

This integrated approach allows us to remove complexity
from the planning process while providing a highly

personalized experience.




Global Education
& Industry Leadership

One of the most important investments we have made
overthe last 25 yearsis education.

As Delaware Chapter Leader for the International
Association of Destination Wedding Professionals
(IADWP), | have had the privilege of learning from and
collaborating with some of the most respected
professionalsinthe world.

In addition, Heaven Sent maintains destination expertise
and certifications with multiple tourism organizations and
destination partners, including:

‘Jamaica

‘Mexico

‘Dominican Republic
‘CostaRica

‘Antigua

‘Bahamas

‘Barbados

Italy

‘Greece

‘Emerging luxury destinations worldwide

Our commitment to continuous education allows us to
remain ahead of industry trends while offering our clients
informed guidance and unparalleled destination
knowledge.

The Future of Destination
Weddings

The next decade will redefine what it means to be a

destination wedding professional.

Technology, personalization, artificial intelligence,
sustainability, experiential travel, and global connectivity

will continue transforming the industry.

Yet despite all of these changes, one principle remains
constant:

People crave meaningfulexperiences.

They crave connection.
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They crave celebration.
And they crave unforgettable memories.
Destination weddings sitat the intersection of all three.

The planners who will thrive in the future are those who
understand not only logistics but also human emotion,
storytelling, travel psychology, cultural immersion, and
guest experience design.

Thatisthe essence of Destinology.
Thatis the power of Trendscapes.

And that is the future Heaven Sent Wedding Consultants
& TravelAgencyis proud to help shape.

About the Author

Christina Maddox is the Founder and CEO of Heaven
Sent Wedding Consultants & Travel Agency, celebrating
25 years of excellence in wedding planning, destination
weddings, luxury travel, honeymoons, and global event

management.

She serves as the Delaware Chapter Leader for the
International Association of Destination Wedding
Professionals (IADWP) and is recognized internationally
for her expertise in creating extraordinary destination
wedding and travel experiences throughout the

Caribbean, Europe, Mexico, and beyond.

Christina Maddox

Founder & CEO, Heaven Sent Wedding

Consultants & Travel Agency

Delaware Chapter Leader, International

Association of Destination Wedding Professionals (IADWP)
Destination Wedding Specialist - Jamaica, Mexico,
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica & Global Destinations

Heaven Sent Wedding
Consultants & Travel Agency

267-334-0301
www.heavensentweddings.com
www.heavensenttravelagency.com
"Creativity & Service Is Truly Heaven-Sent”
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